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Chapter 3: Services


	Chapter 3 (a:4): Business Services: Engineering

	Section
	Improvements Implemented Since Last IAP
	Current Entry Requirements 
	Further Improvements Planned

	Operational Requirements


	No improvements implemented since the last IAP.

	Principal Regulatory Instruments
· Government regulation in Queensland by the Board of  Professional Engineers Queensland, under the Professional Engineers Act 2002. 
· Industry endorsed regulation through the National Profesisonal Engineers Register, supported by Engineers Australia.

Engineering is a partially-regulated profession in Australia.  In Queensland, a person must be registered to carry out professional engineering services. There are no registration requirements in the other States and Territories of Australia, where the profession can be considered self-regulated. 

In Queensland, an individual must be registered to carry out professional engineering services.  The Board of Professional Engineers Queensland (BPEQ) registers professional engineers.  Since January 2003, there has been no requirement in Queensland for the registration of a professional engineering company or a professional engineering unit.

Some professional engineering activities are regulated.  For example the Building Code of Australia (BCA) is produced and maintained by the Australian Building Codes Board on behalf of the Australian Government and State and Territory governments.  The BCA has been given the status of building regulations by all States and Territories.
Engineers Australia is the principal professional body for engineers in Australia.  It accredits engineering qualifications and sets national standards that are supported by the profession.
Engineers Australia:

· assesses applicants for Chartered Status;

· accredits Bachelor of Engineering and Bachelor of Technology (Engineering) courses offered by Australian universities, and has a program of recognition for three-year and two-year engineering programs in the Technicaland Further Education (TAFE) sector;

· assesses, on behalf of the Australian Government, the credentials of foreign engineers for the purpose of General Skilled Migration to Australia;

· participates in multilateral engineering agreements such as the Washington Accord, APEC Secretariat, and bilateral agreements (ie, Mutual Recognition Agreements);
· supports at arms length the National Professional Engineers Register (NPER) and the National Engineering Technologists Register (NTER); and

· operates disciplinary procedures.

For further information see http://www.engineersaustralia.org.au.
The National Engineering Registration Board:

· establishes and maintains national, voluntary, non-statutory registers such as the National Professional Engineers Register (NPER) and the National Engineering Technologists Register (NETR), as well as a number of specialised registers;
· endorses or adopts registration systems that protect the community;
· ensures national registers operate with integrity in respect of Competition Policy;
· ensures national registers recognise stakeholder requirements (stakeholders include the community, government, industry, the engineering profession and other interested parties);
· adopts audit and review systems that are open and accountable; and 
· provides an accessible independent appeal system.


	No further improvements planned.



	Licensing and Qualification Requirements of Service Providers


	No improvements implemented since the last IAP.


	Engineering is a partially-regulated profession in Australia.  Engineers must be registered in Queensland, but there are no registration requirements in the other States and Territories of Australia. However, some professional engineering activities are regulated. 
There are no specific nationality, citizenship or residency requirements an individual must fulfil to be entered on the NPER or NETR or to practise as a chartered professional engineer in Australia.  However, an applicant must:
· demonstrate awareness of national and any local standards, rules and practices; and 

· be assessed as meeting the national competency standards for professional engineers at the chartered level.  

Registration in Queensland as a professional engineer requires the person to:

· hold a degree in engineering granted by an approved school of engineering, or a qualification in engineering granted by a tertiary institution which entitles the person to be admitted to Engineers Australia as a graduate member; and

· demonstrate competencies in the practice of engineering, as provided for under a regulation that -
a) may relate to the practice of engineering in each area of engineering; and 

b) may include requirements about the following for each area of engineering:
(i) the nature, extent and period of practice of engineering by        the applicant;
(ii) the nature and extent of any research, study or teaching, relating to engineering undertaken by the applicant; and

(iii) the nature and extent of any administrative work relating to engineering performed by the applicant. 
There are no specific nationality, citizenship or residency requirements for registration in Queensland.


	The Board of Professional Engineers Queensland (BPEQ) is drafting new regulations for the registration of professional engineers, specifying the qualifications and competencies required.  BPEQ will then establish procedures for the assessment of applicants.



	Foreign Entry


	The (international) APEC Engineer Coordinating Committee has agreed on a common format for bilateral mutual recognition arrangements to underpin the APEC Engineer framework.  

In October 2003, Australian and Japan signed A Bilateral Framework to facilitate mobility for Mutual Recognition of Registered/ Licensed Engineers under the APEC Engineer framework.  The framework permits the registration or licensing in each country of the other country’s registered or licensed engineers who are also APEC Engineers. 
	Since the APEC Engineer mobility framework was established in 2000, 11 economies have been authorised to operate APEC Engineer registers.  They are: Australia, Canada, Hong Kong (China), Indonesia, Japan, Korea, Malaysia, New Zealand, The Philippines, the United States and Thailand.  Engineers are enrolled on the basis of Assessment Statements presented to the Coordinating Committee.  Singapore, Chinese Taipei and Vietnam have also expressed interest in operating a register.  There are now over 500 engineers on the Australian register.

Foreign engineers may practice in Australia without registration, except in Queensland.  However, they must have the requisite demonstrated awareness of national and local standards, rules, and practice.  States and Territories other than Queensland impose legislative requirements for registration for some activities.  

In States and Territories other than Queensland, there are no restrictions on establishing engineering companies other than the foreign investment guidelines (see Chapter 4, Investment).

In the WTO context, Australia has made comprehensive market access commitments for engineering services.

For further information about overseas skills recognition and registration procedures, see http://www.dest.gov.au/noosr/
leaflets/noosr_guide8_4.htm.

For Temporary Entry and Stay of Service Sellers and Intra-corporate Transferees see Chapter 13, Mobility of Business People.


	

	Discriminatory Treatment/

MFN


	No improvements implemented since the last IAP.


	There is no discriminatory treatment of foreign engineers and MFN is applied in this sector.  In the WTO context, Australia has made comprehensive national treatment commitments in this sub-sector.
	No further improvements planned.
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